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314 Fair of the Mechanic Association. [Jan. 1838. 

encouraging. It seemed as if the nerve and sinew of our com- 
munity were laid open to us. In the midst of the excitement, 
civil, religious, and political, which prevails over the whole land, 
it was comforting to think that here were the results of the labor 
of a great number of people, who are constantly and steadily at 
work in some productive occupation ; who have the firmness and 
stability of good men ; who form one of the largest classes of 
our citizens ; and who will perhaps, be the very last to abandon 
the principles in which they have been educated as American 
citizens. They seem to partake of the solidity and strength of 
their own machines. 

Besides this, we were much impressed with the high finish of 
every thing we saw. Many a man whose walks are in intellec- 
tual paths might learn a good lesson from this. How perfect 
were the machines ! how beautiful the workmanship of every- 
thing ! how admirable the finish ! Here, indeed, we seemed to 
have found perfection. The trades are dissatisfied if their work 
is not completed thoroughly, and as well as it can be. And 
shall the scholar, the professional man, be willing that the finish 
of his own education, the tools he has to work with, the armor 
in which he is to fight, should be incomplete, slovenly, and 
clumsy ? 

We trust that the exhibition will be continued annually after 
this ; and we will venture to promise the gentlemen who manage 
it, that a more popular haunt will never be found in Boston, than 
the halls they may fill with their beautiful productions. 



NOTE. 

The Editor of this journal finds it proper to give notice, that the trans- 
mission of books, by authors or booksellers, cannot be considered as 
imposing on him any obligation in respect to such works, beyond that 
of entering their titles in the List of New Publications. He is often made 
acquainted, in this manner, with works, which he is gratified in having 
opportunity to commend. But the question, whether books, coming in 
this way, shall be passed by, or noticed with praise or with censure, has 
been, and will continue to be, determined on the same principles as if 
they were obtained by purchase. 

Several Critical Notices, which had been prepared for this number, 
some of them in type, are unavoidably omitted. 



